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living in the vulnerable areas, and that parents were permitted to
visit their children at too early a stage and too frequently. The air-
raids that everyone confidently expected had not yet materialised
and, by the beginning of 1940, large numbers of the evacuees had
drifted back home.
In the "danger" areas, the Government closed all schools, and
many of the buildings were used as billets for the forces or to
house the different civil-defence organisations. The children who
were left behind received no form of education whatever, and the
withdrawal of control from the school and, in many cases, from the
home, left them to roam the streets and fall into mischief. In some
towns the teachers visited the children in their homes and attempted
to supply at least a minimum of education. In Leeds a system of
temporary schools was organised by voluntary effort. In February
1940 the Government realised that on the whole the evacuation
plan had failed, and instructed L.E.A.s to reopen all schools not
occupied by the military authorities, as soon as sufficient air-raid
shelters had been constructed. Many children had not attended
school for over seven months and the effect on their education may
be measured by the large number of illiterates in the intake to the
forces in the post-war period. After Dunkirk came the air-raids.
Children in the towns which experienced the blitz suffered a further
set-back. The actual number of schools destroyed or rendered
unserviceable through enemy action was not as great as might have
been supposed, and the absence of the evacuees allowed for trans-
ference to undamaged schools without serious overcrowding. The
more serious aspect was the effect upon the children of night after
night spent in shelters during aerial bombardment.
It is significant and very characteristic of the British people that,
long before the crisis of the war had been reached, serious thought
was being given to the problems of post-war reconstruction, and
that amongst them that of education occupied a prominent position.
Lester Smith considers the stimulus was the speech of the Prime
Minister, Mr. Churchill, made to his old school, Harrow. "When
the war is won, it must be one of our aims to work to establish a
state of society where the advantages and privileges which hitherto
have been enjoyed by the few shall be more widely shared by the
men and youth of the nation." a
The Churches were the first to move.   The Anglican Arch-
bishops, the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, and the
1W. O. Lester Smith, To Whom Do Schools Belong ?> p. 166, Blackwell, 1943.